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Equity in Oakland 
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MetWest High School 
9th grade + Humanities 

 
 

ISSUE 
As Oakland goes through many changes in the next several years, it is important that 
the city considers the needs of its people.  Currently, the City of Oakland is preparing a 
specific plan which will include suggestions for developing the downtown area 
including transportation, housing, public spaces, and cultural arts. 
 
As this plan is developed, it is crucial that the stakeholders consider the needs of the 
city’s youth.  This project gives youth the opportunity to learn more about their city, 
and to voice their suggestions through this proposal. 

 
QUESTION 
How can we make Downtown Oakland a more equitable place for all to access and 
enjoy now and in the future?  What does it mean to create a resilient, sustainable, and 
equitable downtown? 

 
COMMUNITY OF PRACTICE 

 Instructor: Sonia Hansra 

 Students:  9th grade Humanities class 

 Client(s):  City of Oakland, Association of Bay Area Governments 

 Community Partner(s): Center for Cities and Schools, UC Berkeley 
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 Other Resources: n/a 

 
YOUTH DRIVEN DATA AND INSIGHTS 
 

 33% of high school youth at MetWest feel welcome in downtown. 

 A minimum wage earner has to work 135 hours a week to afford “fair market 
rent” two-bedroom apartment. (East Bay Housing Organization) 

 The median family income has not increased since 1980. (PolicyLink) 

 “49.2% of Alameda County’s 6,215 homeless people live in Oakland.” (EOCP.net) 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
In order to attract more youth to Downtown Oakland we recommend that the city 
invest resources into creating affordable, healthy spaces for youth to be in.  We also 
recommend that the city think critically about how people are being displaced due to 
the huge increase in rent and stagnant income. 

 
LONG-TERM (1-3 Years) 

 Public gardens; Costs: space and labor needed. 

 Youth Center;  Costs: space and services provided. 

 Affordable housing;  Costs:  Not as desirable for investors. 

 More retail;  Costs:  space; operation costs; big business may take away from 
local business 

 Mixed use buildings; Costs:  space, many policies need to be approved 

 Social services; Costs:  may need to redirect tax money to make better use of 
pre-existing agencies. 

 
NEXT STEPS AND SHARED ACCOUNTABILITY: 

Bullet and/or describe the next steps for this project, including the people/groups 
responsible for each. 

 9th grade advisors at MetWest High School will follow up with Y-Plan and City of 
Oakland planners to get an update on each proposal. 

 Students will support the work as it relates to their interests.   

 Students may secure internships with the City of Oakland in order to continue 
the work with city planners. 
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